
P O L I C Y  B R I E F  ·  J U LY  2 0 2 6

LEGISLATORS EDITION

THE 21ST CENTURY ROAD TO HOUSING ACT

What Oklahoma legislators should know, and do, to capitalize on the most

comprehensive federal housing bill in decades.

Passed Senate & House Jun 2026 Became law July 11, 2026

ABOUT THE ACT

A bipartisan package of 59 provisions to cut

red tape, unlock housing supply, lower costs

for families, protect taxpayers, and preserve

local control.

WHY OKLAHOMA

The state sits at nearly every priority in the

bill: rural and USDA-dependent, disaster-

prone, home to 38 tribal nations, and rich in

manufactured and small-dollar-mortgage

homes.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
LEGISLATURE

Most provisions are permissive and

competitive, and many authorized but not

yet appropriated. Remove state-law barriers

now and position Oklahoma to compete

before the windows close.

Where the Legislature Can Act 

» Single-stair building reform

Already underway via OUBCC; unlocks

efficient mid-rise designs.

» Mini-NEPA alignment

Match state environmental review to

streamlined federal timelines.

» Manufactured & factory-built
housing

Modernize codes for the homes

Oklahomans already build and buy.

» CDBG new-construction authority

Let block-grant dollars fund new homes,

not just repairs.

» Statewide public land database

One inventory of state land suitable for

housing development.

» Limit bulk investor purchases

Protect starter homes for Oklahoma

families and first-time buyers.

» Disaster recovery (CDBG-DR)

Stand up capacity now in order to meet

the three-year window.

» Legislative housing task force

A standing body to track and capture

federal opportunities.

E X P LO R E  T H E  H O U S I N G  ACT

Section-by-section analysis of all 59

provisions, searchable and filterable,

with the recommended Oklahoma

action for each.

housingforwardok.org/road-to-ho
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This brief is provided for general informational and educational purposes and reflects Housing Forward Oklahoma's summary and analysis of the legislation. It is not legal advice and

does not constitute a legal opinion. Section summaries are condensed and may omit detail; consult the full enrolled text of the Act and qualified counsel before relying on any provision.

Verify program specifics against current state and federal guidance before citation.
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